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Greetings 

Welcome to the second issue of the Voice of Ethiopia bi-monthly 
E-Newspaper.  We hope you enjoyed the first Issue and look forward 
to members comments on how the E-Newspaper can be improved 
in the letters section.  As you can see Executive Council Officers and 
members across the world have been busy.  In keeping with the 
spirit of the original Voice of Ethiopia Newspaper, we have included 
an article by Harrigan in the Inspiration section.  

Members can use the Market Place section to place advertisements, 
announcements and to promote products, services and events.  
The key objective of the Market Place is to increase trade amongst 
members and to gain support, so that we can bring about economic 
uplift for members  and the Organisation. 

Enjoyment, inspiration and education..............

The Editorial Team

Facts

The Ethiopian civilization 
of Aksum produced the first 
indigenous coinage in 
Africa. This example is from 
the reign of King Endubis, 
the first African king to mint 
coins.oins. 
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From the Office of     
the International 
Organiser From the Of-

“The word is improved com-
munication, ones want to feel 
more involved in the decision 

making process” 

Full blessings to all members worldwide. I give 
thanks and it is an honour for me to be elected 

to the office of International Organiser. On com-
ing into office I find most if not all locals are not 
in good working order. In communicating with a 
number of Locals and members. the word is im-
proved communication, ones want to feel more 
involved in the decision making process. For me 
it is important to develop Locals to function and 
operate constitutionally to; tag isolated members 
around the world to active Locals or set up units. 
It is very important we develop a spirit of ONE NA-
TION Locals are the way to organise groups in the 
local areas but we must recognise that this is one 

organisation with one legal identity.

Locals need as far as possible to be keeping at 
least two business meetings per month, nine 

members including any elected officers constitute 
a quorum, who carry out business on behalf of the 
whole Local membership. It is important to have 
as many standing committees and units active 
as possible. Two people or more can constitute a 
committee or unit. There is no set amount of meet-
ings for Executive committees but I recommend 
minimum once per month. The Executive com-
mittee should not rule on reports coming in from 
committees/units or members they should ensure 
they are constructed correctly including spellings 
and be orderly not offensive. The reports should 
then come to the business meeting to be debated 
by all including elected officers. Reports should 
describe the activity or action and then have find-
ings e.g. difficulties or things that went well or not 
with recommendations on the way forward.

Constitutionally Locals need to send a copy of 
the Treasurer and Financial Secretary’s month-

ly report to the Executive Council after they have 
been read and discussed by the members. Date 
and time of regular meetings is also a constitu-
tional requirement along with a list of elected of

ficers with contact details. It is also important to 
submit a list of monthly  active and a financial list 
of members.

Certification

It is important that members realise that certifica-
tion is not something that will be automatically 

granted. We are not in receivership at this time so 
there is no directive from the courts to hold a spe-
cial election. The purpose of Certification now is to 
renew confidence and to allow individuals who are 
making various claims and disrupting the smooth 
operations of the Federation to be brought to 
book.

To achieve certification locals will need to ensure 
all reports and other details mentioned above 

are sent to the Headquarters on time, also they 
will need to communicate in writing to the head-
quarters. All locals will need to be legally tagged 
to the Corporation with IEN numbers. If ones study 
the last court document submitted by Judge Blat-
ters he has set out stringent standards that we will 
need to satisfy; this is no more than the organisa-
tion operating constitutionally.

Cont/d Page  4
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Ethiopia

Please if locals or and members can send dona-
tions even small amounts to Ethiopia to aid in 

the improvement of administration also there is a 
need for a modern telephone, fax answering ma-
chine and a photocopier.

From the Office of the 
International Organiser
Obadiah Robinson

Greetings and salutations to all 
members of The Ethiopian World 
Federation  Incorporated

As we as black people find ourselves depend-
ing solely upon the almighty for guidance and 

protection from all hurt, harm or danger, firstly we 
must look within, before we look without. Many of 
the problems that we suffer; are simply because 
we have not taken note from our past and there-
fore the future looks very bleak, because we refuse 
to look at the present and take charge of our ac-
tions  and deeds.

Let us use the next three to four weeks before 
our local elections to pay close attention to all 

details of our constitution and by-laws. We need to 
set a better example for the future generations.
 

We are facing the same crossroads now as we 
have for many decades, only now there are 

fewer solutions than before. We really need to be 
able to depend on each other for simple responsi-
bility and accountability for we all say and do.

Let us move toward have clean constitutional 
local elections and putting officers in that with 

faith strength and a just cause, that will do the 
right thing for the black people of the world. We 
cannot start to handle problems outside of our-
selves until face the ones that we ourselves are 
responsible for. We are  looking forward for better 
ways to work collective and solutions to become 
apparent and much clearer as the futures contin-
ues to be upon us. 

Until we meet again, may the grace and sweet 
communion of the creator be with us all.

  
From the Office of the 
International Chaplain
Edna Ravenel
aka Mama Tradition
 

From the Office of     
the International 
Chaplain

V o l u n t e e r s  R e q u i r e d

To work on the E-Newsletter
Proof reader

Regional Sub-Editor
Writers

Cartoonist
Translator (English to French)
voiceofethiopia@ethiopianworldfederation.com
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International Organiser 
Visits Paris!

Executive Council’s 
Highlight Report

Obadiah Robinson (International Organiser), 3rd left top row,  
visits Paris for meeting with Locals from Paris (Local No 8) 

and Toulouse 

Obadiah Robinson, Internation-
al Organiser visited Paris, France 
for a meeting on Saturday 
October 11th.  Present were 
members from Paris (Local No 
8) and Toulouse and members 
now resident in France from 
Dominica, Guadeloupe and 
Martinique.

The meeting went well with a 
report given on the Convention 
2008 which as held in Ethiopia 
and the work done to date by 
the Executive Council. 

Meetings will continue to be 
held until the election period and 
research will be carried out regarding 
registration in French territories. Local 
No 8 are due to  hold a Coronation Celebration for  
November 2nd  with members from Toulouse and 
Bordeaux also present.

Since the Elections in July 2008, the Executive 
Council has carried out the following

• Set up mailing address, 0800 telephone 
number, email’s and organisational  WEB site
• Held 5 minuted Council meetings by Tele-
conference
• Started to examine the legal status issues
• Begun setting up final Convention report
• Tagged a number of officers to Local 27. Bronx
• Communicated with 18 groups/locals
• Organiser has visited 3 locals
• Engaged attorney in Ethiopia to research land 
grant history and registration process
• Arranged a Council meeting to take place dur-
ing third week November 2008 in New York
• Initiated a bi-monthly E-Newsletter
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Local No. 14
Rain Water Harvesting 
Project - Shashamane

The Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated has 
successfully completed the first phase of the Rain 
Water Harvesting Project, having installed 165 
concrete rain water collection systems to home in 
the community of Shashamane.

The Project has been led by Ras Tagassa King and 
Brother Moody and created some work for mem-
bers, although the emphasis is to create work for 
the local Ethiopian community.

The Organisation has now submitted to the Bureau 
of Finance and Economic Development, (BoFED) 
and the Water Resource Bureau of the Oromiya 
Government here in Addis Ababa our “Extension” 
Phase Project Document.  This document includes 
our proposal for the repair and maintenance of 
the already completed 165 Rain Water Harvesting 
(RWH) systems as outlined in their Evaluation Re-

port conducted, which was conducted in August 
2007.

The Project has so far received 97,660 ETB from the 
German Embassy.

The Chief Resident Country Representative, Mr. 
Moody is currently compiling all receipts of pur-
chases made for “non-perishable goods” that have 
been procured already in lieu of commencing ac-
tual construction of the RWH Systems. 

As regards cement, we need to sign a new Tripar-
tite Agreement in order to acquire a Supporting 
Letter from BoFED to purchase cement at Factory 
prices direct from the Government Supplier.  

As regards rehabilitating RWH tanks that are in dis-
repair, a survey has been completed, identifying 
shape of Tank, type of repair needed and quantity 
of materials required.  Our Extension Phase Project 
proposes that the costs for these repairs comes 
from the recipient which will enhance their under-
standing that these RWH systems belong to them 
and should therefore be maintained by them, (all 
as recommended in the BoFED Evaluation Report.

As regards exact locations of RWH systems in-
dicated on a MAP; we have after much Bureauc-
racy purchased two Maps from the Federal Urban 
Planning Dept. here in Addis Ababa that are at a 
reasonable scale that locations can be plotted on.  
We are now in contact with the local Authorities in 
Shahsemane to provide us with a Technician who 
can assist in plotting the locations on to the Map.

Cont/d Page 7
An Ethiopian Family That Has Benefited from the Project
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Local 3

5000 Ethiopian 
Manuscripts outside of 
Ethiopia
A Serious Question of Ethiopian Studies

Five Thousand Ethiopian Manuscripts 
Abroad, and the International 

Community

by Dr Richard Panhurst

Introduction

Ethiopic, or Ge’ez, manuscripts [hereafter MSS] 
are of fundamental importance for scholarship.
Ethiopic literature formed a major part of ancient 
and medieval Christian literature. Many important 
Ethiopic works were, and still are, unknown to the 
outside world: Foreign scholars learnt for example 
of the Book of Enoch and the Book of Jubilees 

 

Above, Ras Tagassa King with examples of the Rain Water 
Harvesting Systems.

only because they were preserved in Ethiopia. 
Though most Ethiopic literature is religious, nu-
merous texts also cover subjects, including history, 
philosophy, law, mathematics, and medicine.

For the study of Ethiopic, as other texts, scholars 
need to consult more than one copy. This is be-
cause MSS were written by hand, and scholars 
have to compare different versions to control the 
scribe? S accuracy or lack thereof and thus estab-
lish a definitive text. Ethiopian MSS often also in-
clude “marginalia”, i.e. end papers, etc., containing 
notable secular material: data on land sales and 
grants, marriage settlements, church and monas-
tic inventories, etc. See for example Tax Records of 
Emperor Tewodros of Ethiopia, published by the 
School of Oriental and African Studies in London , 
which I wrote with Girma Sellasie Asfaw, in 1978.

Ethiopian MSS are no less important for the histo-
ry of Ethiopian art. Illustrations, painted by hand, 
are by definition unique, for which reason too it is 
necessary to study several works, not merely one, 
on any theme. For all these reasons it is essential 
to collect as comprehensive a photographic col-
lection of Ethiopian MSS as possible.

Cont/d Page 8
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EMML, UNESCO, and Professor Hammerscmidt

It was for the above reasons, as well as in the in-
terests of preservation, that the Ethiopian Manu-
script Microfilm Library, EMML, was established in 
1973. It was based on co-operation between the 
Ethiopian Patriarchate, the Ethiopian Ministry of 
Culture, and St. John ?s University in Collegeville , 
Minnesota , USA .

It was for the above reasons too that Ethiopia facil-
itated the microfilming of MSS by UNESCO, and by 
the late Professor Ernst Hammerscmidt, of Ham-
burg University. The EMML went to immense pains 
microfilming thousands of MSS in remote parts of 
Ethiopia . By making such film available to scholars 
it gave an immense fillip to international, as well as 
Ethiopian scholarship.

The Time Has Surely Come

The time has surely come to focus not only on 
Ethiopian MSS in Ethiopia, but also on an estimat-
ed 5,000 Ethiopian MSS in Europe, North America, 
Asia, and Oceania: so as to make them more read-
ily available for scholarship. The microfilming, or 
preferably digital photographing, of such MSS 
abroad is scarcely less important than the copying 

of MSS in Ethiopia itself. Photography in technical-
ly advanced countries would be less demanding, 
and hence less costly, than in the Ethiopian coun-
tryside. It is only fair to add that whereas micro-
filming in Ethiopia has been of major assistance to 
international scholarship, the failure to copy Ethio-
pian MSS in the rest of the world remains an obsta-
cle to scholarship within Ethiopia itself. It is good 
that the odd Ethiopian manuscript is preserved in 
Spain or New Zealand , but this scarcely helps re-
search in Ethiopia .

The Five Thousand Manuscripts Abroad

Let us look at the worldwide diffusion of Ethiopian 
MSS. The figures below are conservative, for they 
do not include privately owned MSS, or recent li-
brary acquisitions.

Great Britain

The largest number of Ethiopian MSS abroad, over 
850, are in the United Kingdom . A little less than 
half were looted by the Maqdala expedition of 
1867-8: their return is currently demanded by the 
Ethiopian organisation AFROMET.

The principal depositories of Ethiopian MSS are in
the British Library, which, at my last count, had  
598 MSS;  the Bodleaen Library, in Oxford, had 101; 
Cambridge University Library, 67; John Rylands Li-
brary, in Manchester, 42; the British and Foreign Bi-
ble Society, 35; the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, 9; and the Royal Library, Windsor castle, 6 
particularly fine manuscripts (from Maqdala).
There are also over 40 other MSS in other collec-
tions: 17 in the Wellcome Institute Library, in Lon-
don; six in the India Office Collection of the Brit-
ish Library, also in London; five in the Selly Oaks 
College Library, in Birmingham; five in the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, in London; three in the Na-
tional Library of Scotland, and three in the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh Library, both in Edinburgh; one 
in the Fitzwilliam Museum, in Cambridge; one in 
the Jews? College, in London ; and one in St. An-
drews University Library, in Scotland. Nine scrolls, 
formerly in the possession of the London Library, 
all or mainly from Maqdala, were sold by Sotheby?s 
in July 1970.
A substantial number of British Library MSS (but 
not all) have been generously microfilmed by the 
British Council, for the Institute of Ethiopian Stud-
ies , in Addis Ababa . MSS in other UK collections 
remain, however, uncopied.

Cont/d Page 9
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France

France possesses almost as many Ethiopian MSS: 
at least 700. Most are in the Biblotheque Nation-
ale in Paris . The latest information available to me, 
in our old friend Professor Stefan Strelcyn?s cata-
logue, indicates that the collection, by 1954, had 
reached a total of 688 MSS.

The United States

The United States heads the list of countries with 
smaller Ethiopica collections, probably slightly 
over 400 MSS. No less than 325 are in the Princ-
eton University Libraries. Smaller collections are in 
four libraries in New York , with a total of 17 MSS; 
and at the Free Library in Philadelphia , with 13. 
Yale Univeristy has nine.
A further 39 MSS are in smaller collections: at the 
Walters Art Gallery, in Baltimore; the Public Library 
and Endowment for Biblical Research, both in Bos-
ton; the Newbury Library, in Chicago; the Public 
Library, in Cleveland; the Seminary Library, in Hart-
ford; Haverford College, in Haverford; the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania, in Philadelphia; Vasser College, 
in Poughkeepsie; the Peabody Museum, in Salem; 
and the Catholic University Library and the Smith-
sonian Institution, both in Washington.

Other countries with Ethiopian MSS include the 
following:

Germany 734
The Vatican over 600
The Netherland 180
Italy approximately 100
Russia approximately 100 plus over 600 magical 
scrolls
Sweden almost 100 
Ireland over 60
Israel over 50
Austria just under 50
Armenia 30
Belgium, Canada, Switzerland, Portugal, Poland, 
Spain, New Zealand and Greece each have small 
collections.

Systematic action is urged to develop a compre-
hensive microfilm and/or digital photograph 
project aimed at the creation, in Addis Ababa , of 
a world-wide Ethiopian photographic manuscript 
archive. 
 
For further information contact 
Ras Seymour Mclean, Local No. 3, London
seymour_rastafari@yahoo.co.uk

Local 3

Passing of Bro Kamau
It is with deep regret 
that we announce 
the sudden passing 
of our beloved broth-
er, Bro Kamau-Ayize 
Mebrahtu Nowe (aka 
Zulu).
 
Bro Kamau slept 
peacefully into the 
arms of the Ances-
tors, on 16th August 
2008, at the modest age of 45. He was a committed 
Freedom Fighter, a Rastafari Warrior King, a mem-
ber of the Ethiopian World Federation, a Staunch 
Garveyite and a Founder Member of the Alkebu-
Lan Revivalist Movement.

Bro Kamau was profoundly committed to the Af-
rikan Liberation Fight and served in many cam-
paigns including Broad Water Farm, Colin Roach 
and Lift the Ban on Kwame Toure.
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Local N
o 3
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Local N
o 8
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During Convention 2008, held July 2008 in Shashamane, Ethiopia the following resolution was 
adopted:

Resolution 7

“Be it resolved that the Woman’s Auxiliary Unit of the EWF Inc develop and manage 
a woman’s unit on the Land Grant, which is to be used primarily to accommodate 
female visiting members and others. 

The Executive Council are calling on Woman’s Auxiliary Units worldwide to 
progress Resolution 7, as outlined above. Please register your interest via the 
WAU International Meeting, the details of which are shown below or contact 
Emma Young, First Vice President, email - empressimaethiopia@yahoo.com

Congratulations!
To Menen Ba (Local No 8, Paris) who 
became a grandmother for the first 
time.  Her daughter Yeni gave birth to 
Princess Ava Kelys Malika on the 10th 
October 2008!  Princess Ava weighed 
in at 3.39 kgs and was 51.5 cms!

All Locals

Call to Woman’ Auxiliary Units Worldwide

 “The first meeting of the International Woman’s Auxilary Unit Meeting is scheduled to take effect on 
Friday 29th Novemeber 2008.  The telephone conference line is 1 (218) 339 4600 Access Code 718917  
Time:  22.00 EST and 06.00 BST.  All Daughters of  Federation are welcome to participate on this call.  
Please come prepare with ideas to build for the future of our generation.  Federation Rising”.
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Article from the original Voice of 
Ethiopia
Volume 2,  Number 32
Saturday September 3, 1938

The Inflexible Will
The more we observe the world scene, the more 
convinced we become that Black men must work 
out their own salvation – alone. No half-way meas-
ures are possible. We must face the facts squarely. 
The white world is not prepared to take an unself-
ish interest in the fortunes of Black men. Who can 
quarrel with us if we wish and determine to be 
self-supporting? Have we not the right to stand on 
our own feet if we wish to? Do we not owe to our-
selves and our children the duty and obligation of 
working out our own problem and establishing 
for ourselves a place in the world compatible with 
perfect manhood? If the mind and the body are to 
grow in strength, must there not be in us an un-
flinching self-reliance?

Self-reliance does no way imply hatred of those 
who once partly or wholly supported us. The man 
who does not wish to govern his own home is not 

yet grown up. Those who argue that Black men 
should not independently and separately stand on 
their own, do not see the problem clearly. There is 
much talk of cooperation, but the kind of coopera-
tion that is going on is nothing short of subjuga-
tion. What reason is there to believe that those with 
whom we are asked to “cooperate” have changed 
their outlook, their attitude toward, the attitude of 
master and man, governor and governed?

Let us mind our own business. Let us explore all 
our possibilities intellectually, spiritually, economi-
cally. Let us strengthen ourselves. Then we will be 
in a position, if necessary, to cooperate with an-
other race, man to man. Just now, we believe that 
the struggle inside the camp of our neighbors will 
be greater than outside in our own shanty. Men 
never become strong by leaning and depending 
on others.

Go It Alone

Do we determine to go it alone? If so, we need an 
inflexible will. For we will have to overcome the 
tradition of dependence on the white race. We 
will have to overcome that feeling which is rather 
deeply planted in us of dependence on the white 

race. We will have to overcome that feeling which 
is rather deeply planted in us of dependence on 
white leadership.

We shall have to look forward to the pain and dif-
ficulty of the recently emancipated. We will have 
to face temporarily, failure, stoically. We must take 
into serious account the possibility of difficulties, 
hidden from those who have not hitherto gov-
erned completely their own thoughts and actions. 
We must prepare for the setbacks and dangers 
which will be the lot of a people who have gradu-
ated from the level of  a LED PEOPLE to the posi-
tion of a SELF-LEADING PEOPLE.

Unless we can muster the determination to make 
this break; unless we have the courage and the 
desire to stand alone, let us not deceive ourselves 
that we can become a significant and important 
people.

Emerson in his inspiring essay “Self-reliance” ex-
horts us “Trust thyself, every heart responds to this 
iron string”.  Let us take his advice and let us turn 
an inflexible will to victory.

Warren Harrigan
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So Jah Say

Self-Help in Education
Ever since We were entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of leading Ethiopia, one of the several wishes 
We cherished for Our people has been to witness 
the arrival of a time when Our people will be able 
to realize their problems as well as potentialities and 
through mutual discussions come out with solutions 
for improvement.  In order to bring about the fulfil-
ment of Our idea, We established the Ministry of 

National Community Development eight years ago.

Our first directive to the Ministry was in short to go 
down to village level and give instructions by which 
the people can improve living conditions and solve 
social problems.  This project has been remarkably 
expanded since then.  Many people who received 
proper training at training centres set up by the Min-
istry at Jajite, Awassa and other places are currently 
engaged throughout the Empire in drilling wells, 
cleaning pools, maintaining village sanitation, start-
ing schools and other activities designed to assist the 
community at large.

It gives Us great satisfaction to note the enthusiasm 
shown by the many young men wherever they have 
been assigned in carrying out this programme, as it 
has become apparent from the undertaking of the 10 
places in the District of Ada.

Hard Challenge 

Although great effort is being exerted by Our gov-
ernment by way of planning and formulating ways 
and means of eradicating community problems, it is 
not sufficient for the people to rely on government 
support alone.  As has already been manifested by 
your endeavours the people themselves must come 

to realize their own difficulties in the development 
of their community and try to solve them by col-
lective participation, following an order of priority 
and taking their potentiality into account.  It is well 
known to you all that recognizing one’s problems 
and striving hard to challenge them is a mark of an 
attempt at self-sufficiency.

A country belongs to both leaders and people.  The 
mutual co-operation between them is testimony to 
this fact.  Unless the people help Us, Our attempt 
to help them will be fruitless.  Why did We become 
a leader?  Is it not for the benefit and welfare of the 
people?

This year, more than ever before, the people of Ethi-
opia motivated by their own will and diligence, have 
awakened to the task of raising their standard of liv-
ing.  You hear every day that people are engaged 
in raising funds to either construct roads or to use 
them for whatever projects they have in mind.  How 
noble and great a deed is the act of sacrificing one’s 
wealth, land and money, to one’s needy community 
instead of for selfish purposes!  The gratitude re-
mains for ever.

Cont/d Page 15
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Self-Help

If the programme of “self-help” is pushed forward 
with this same degree of motivation, you will un-
doubtedly leave a tradition worthy of remembrance 
by your children.  It is believed that having seen 
your children lined up in front of the schools, you 
have realized that your efforts in taking the initiative 
to compete in the programme of self-help undertak-
en by all to build these four schools We just visited 
were altogether rewarding.  One who does not con-
tribute to his community and the coming generation 
remains to be a burden to his society and an object 
of ridicule to outside observers.

By building the schools near your village, you have 
spared the time and energy of your children from 
travelling to too far away places for their education 
and moreover you have secured the opportunity of 
seeing them grow up under your close care.  And 
similarly if you continue to consult one another and 
strive to get rid of the other handicaps, say problems 
of obtaining clean water, better roads and sanitation 
for your community, you will find that the accom-
plishment is within your capacity.

It is both the responsibility of the governor as well 

as elders to create harmony among the people in ini-
tiating them to discuss their common problems and 
work towards the betterment of their standard of liv-
ing.  There has not been a single Ethiopian who has 
not been filled with pride and rejoicing in hearing 
of the great efforts and co-operation manifested by 
the people of Guragie in the fund-raising scheme to 
finance the construction of the roads linking the peo-
ples of Bale, Addis Ababa and the provinces.  These 
efforts being made by the people of Our country to-
wards progress has also served as a means to influ-
ence Ethiopia’s overseas friends.

We also pledge, therefore, those elders and com-
munity leaders to study and formulate methods on 
problems affecting their respective communities 
such as schooling, water supply, community and 
home sanitation, roads and agriculture in addition to 
their long - practised profession.

Active Participation

The co-operation and, what is more, the active par-
ticipation in working along with the people played 
by you, the members of the IEAF, the Airborne Di-
vision and the Farm Experiment Station in helping 
the people living in your area achieve a better stand-

ard of living has highly pleased Us.

The principal idea towards this motive of assisting 
your fellow neighbours lay in the fact that some of 
you have been fortunate to evidence the progress 
made in other countries while most of you collected 
experiences from reading books at home; and it has 
been this spirit of enthusiasm of witnessing the same 
trends of progress being enjoyed by your brothers at 
home that led towards this objective.

There is no single soul who would not cherish and 
hail the introduction of progress to Ethiopia and par-
take of the benefits thereof.  It is but through co-
operation in working side by side with the people 
by way of setting up schools, drilling water-wells 
and the construction of roads, and it is through the 
realization and devotion in solving these problems 
that wishes could be interpreted in terms of tangi-
ble forms.  As We have been informed you have, in 
constructing these schools, equally shared the work 
with the people:  that of quarrying stones, fixing the 
frames and in mixing the mud, which no doubt will 
earn you the love of your neighbours.

Jan. 10, 1963
Selected Speeches of H.I.M
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November 2nd

Coronation of H.I.M Emperor 
Haile Selassie I

On November 2, 1930, Ras Tafari Makonnen the 
descendent of King Solomon and the Queen of 
Sheba, was crowned Emperor of Ethiopia.  At his 
Coronation he took the name Haile Selassie I, 
meaning “Might of the Trinity.”

He was also known as the King of Kings, Lord of 
Lords, Conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Elect 
of God, Light of this World and was the 225th re-
storer of the Solomonic Dynasty.

The Coronation, which was held at St Georges Ca-
thedral in Addis Ababa, was attended by hundreds 
of foreign dignitaries from France, USA, Japan, 
England and Germany to name a few countries; 
Ethiopian nobles, the clergy and Ethiopian citizens 
to gathered to witness the anointing and crown-
ing of Haile Selassie I and his wife Empress Menen.  
The event was also covered by the world’s press.

Important Dates

The Coronation of Emperor Haile Selassie I and Empress 
Menen - 2nd November 1030

“And he hath on his vesture and 
on his thigh, a name writing, 
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
OF LORDS”

Revelation 19:16

The Voice of Ethiopia E-Newsletter is a bi-month-
ly publication for the membership of the Ethio-
pian World Federation Incorporated.  Members 
and Locals are encouraged to submit articles, 
news, details of items and services for sale and 
announcements for publication.  

Information should be submitted by the 21st of 
each month for inclusion in the following month 
i.e. by 21 August for submission in September 
publication.  Please check that all critical infor-
mation (dates, times, prices etc) is accurate and 
use WORD/PDF format.  Photographs should be 
in JPEG format.

Full name, email address, Local No. must be in-
cluded.

Please submit all information to:

voiceofethiopia@ethiopianworldfederation.com
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The Need for Africans 
to Develop their  Own 
Media

Today there are very few governments, organisa-
tions and businesses that don’t have their own 

internal newsletters, intranet and even external 
journals and publications.  This has now expanded 
to included promotional films, pod-casts and use 
of social networking facilities such as Facebook 
as well as an obligatory website.  Most govern-
ments, organisations and businesses invest huge 
amounts in their public relations and publicity de-
partments, in order to promote their interest, gain 
support for services and products, increase mem-
bership and even to spread ideologies.  

Indeed this is not new, the rise of newspapers 
both quality and tabloids in the 18th century 

was as a result of government’s attempt to reach 
the masses to gain support and promote their ide-
ology.  

Media tools to inform is relatively new.  Africa 
has a long and illustrious media that includes 

writing systems such as (Ethiopic (Ge’ez); Tifinagh 
(used amongst Saharan and Sahel Berbers; Hiero-
glyphs & pictograms (used by the Egyptians) and 
Merotiic (used by the Kushites).  

These writing systems and art work  used in in-
scriptions on pottery, sculptures, rocks  and 

buildings, together with manuscripts and papy-
rus books,  traditional oral historians and ancient 
manuscripts were the media of their time and have 
inforned Africans of much of their history.  Writ-
ing systems of Africa were designed to provide a 
meaningful and graphic representation of a wide 
array of knowledge, including language.  They 

Were knowledge systems organised to repre-
sent philosophical features such as ideology, 

numerology, syllography, astronomy and gramm-
alogy.  Ge’ez for example is considered to be the 
founda

C

Psalms 23, 11-16 in Ge’ez

Cont/d Page 18

Egyptian Hieroglphs



The Voice of Ethiopia
Mainstream

Oct/Nov 2008
Issue 2

voiceofethiopia@ethiopianworldfederation.com
Tel: 1-800-398-8573 18

tion to a great literary tradition in Ethiopia and not 
just a record of religious doctrine.

These writing and knowledge systems also help 
to inform us of the sophisticated business 

ventures and trading practices that existed in an-
cient times.

The enslavement of large numbers of Africans 
by Europeans beginning in the 15th century 

and ending in the 19th century, together with the 
colonisation of most of the African continent had 
a negative impact on African writing and knowl-
edge systems and its media.  Firstly, the thirst by 
Europeans for African slaves to build the western 
empire hugely distracted the African continent 
from the recording and development of its cul-
tural systems, even more so than the Arabic thirst 
for slaves for its development.  Also the large scale 
imposition of the colonists European and Arabic 
languages on the continent reduced the use of 
African languages amongst Africans in their own 
homeland and consequently  traditional African 
writing and knowledge practices.  Most damaging 
of all was the loss of African languages amongst 
the enslaved Africans transported across the At-
lantic and Indian Ocean  by Europeans and Arabs.  

These enslaved Africans and their descendents 
developed creole and patoi,s dialects, which 

were a combination of African and European lan-
guages.  Whilst these  dialects have contributed to 
oral poetry, songs and to a lesser degree, literature, 
they are still based on European languages, writ-
ing and knowledge systems, which have largely 
been responsible for the de-education of Africans 

at home and abroad.   This de-education process 
of Africans was further enabled by the European’s 
embrace of popular media, in particular the writ-
ten word to re-write history in its favour, spread 
propogranda and ideology as well as to promote 
derogotary images of Africans as depicted by hip-
hop and ragga that are very much pornographic, 
anti-progress and anti- African in terms of the lyri

cal content and language used.  

Black organisations such as Marcus Garvey’s 
UNIA and the Ethiopian World Federation In-

corporated overstood the value of developing 
their own media in the form of UnIA’s Negro World 
and the EWF Inc’s Voice of Ethiopia.  

The fact that many Africans now use modern 
European writing and knowledge systems and 

media, does not mean Africans have no history, 
culture, faith or philosophical facts to record or 
that they can rely on European media to inform 
the African masses of issues.

Cont/d Page 19
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The Honorable Priest Kailash, Physician 
International from St. Lucia will give a 
lecture entitled “The Holistic Black Man” 
at  EWF Incorporated Negusa Negast’s 
(Local No 3) HIM Coronation Celebra-
tion at the Karibu Centre, 7 Gresham 
Road, London SW9 on Saturday 1st 
November.  

Priest Kailash will also lecture at the The 
Happy People Restaurant, 160 High 
Road, Page Green Terrace, Seven Sisters, 
London N15 4NU on Saturday 15th No-
vember 2008 from 6.30pm to 1.00am. 

Organisations such as UNIA and EWF Inc recog-
nised this and were hugely innovative in es-

tablishing UNIA’s Negro World and the EWF Inc’s 
Voice of Ethiopia newspapers.  During the first half 
of the 20th century, these newspapers contrib-
uted greatly to communicating racial pride and 
economic empowerment amongst the masses of 
Africans in the diaspora, at a time when  slavery 
had only recently (allegedly) ended.  These news-
papers also assisted in the process of organising 
and centralising amongst millions of Africans at 
home and abroad and informed the masses of the 
ongoing support given by other Africans to the 
Ethiopians during the Ethio-Italian war.  

Over the last two decades there have been 
several Rasta newspapers such as the Voice 

of Rasta in UK and Irie FM radio programme in Ja-
maica, that have been used to promote Rasta faith 
and doctrine to the masses.  

Unfortunately the progress of African led media 
has been slow in recent times (some is even 

owned by Europeans) and there has been a decline 
in the promotion of African writing and knowledge 
systems.  As a result many Africans have become 
alienated from their culture and belief systems 

and lost their values which has left them suscep-
tible to western popular media which does not 
have in interest in the promotion of African culture 
or the economic empowerment of Africans.  Un-
like previous generations, Africans both at home 
and abroad have become so consumed with west-
ern popular media (ie. tv programmes such as Big 
Brother Africa and celebrity gossip magazines) 
that very little legacy is being created for future 
generations.

There has never been a more urgent need than 
now, for Africans to develop their own media 

(newspapers, magazines, films, documentaries, 
poetry, music, business journals and organisation-
al newsletters, recorded oral history and African 
managed archives), in order to instill racial pride, 
write its own history and bring about economic 
empowerment.  Other racial communities do not 
rely on others to document their history and pro-
mote their culture and ideology or to sell their 
goods and services, so why should Africans.

Malieka Robinson
Local 111

Events
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Ital Eating

“Organic produce cannot 
be treated with sewage 
sludge, bioengineering 

Ital requires us to eat as much fruit and vegetables 
as possible to maximise the intake of nutrients.  It is 
advisable to eat organic produce where possible as 
they contain far less pesticide residue than intensively 
grown produce.

Try to eat locally produced fruit and vegetables to 
maximise nutrients, as nutrients deteriorate over time 
- such as long distance transportation.

Eating at least five cups of produce daily will provide 
sufficient nutrients and fibre to maintain good health.

Always try to eat some raw vegetables and fruit to 
maximise enzyme intake for a healthy digestive sys-
tem.

Always wash fruit and vegetables 
before eating or peeling under 
running water to remove pesticide 
residue, dirt and bacteria.  Never 
use soap to wash produce!
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Something to Say...
RasTafari Greetings,
 
Good to see that ones and ones are willing to 
suppport and keep in touch.
 
NOW Ras CONGO Rocky is back at home after 5 
days in hospital and under medication and injec-
tions. He Needs natural remedies...
For information telephone the following numbers:
Nyabinghi Tabernacle in Shashemane - 00 251 
461103286
Ras Kabinda (living next door and looking after 
the Patriach Congo Rocky and Matriach Baby I) 
- 00 251 461104980. 
The E.W.F.Inc. Local No 14 HQ -  00251 
461102751
 
Give thanks . Best Regards to all. Ras TAFARI 
PRAISES! 
One perfect Ras Tafari Love, Peace and solidarity.

Ras DloLevi
Local No 3

Greetings my Royal Family,
 
Blessings in the name of the creator, and jah..Ras tafari. I 
must give thanks to all the supporters of the Leonard P Howell 
Foundation, which was formed to educate the nation and the 
world about my father‘s work and the journey of the rastafar-
ian movement  to today.
 
I would like to express my profound concerns regarding the 
philosophy and goals of the foundation which bears my fa-
ther’s name.  My mission and reason to establish the founda-
tion is to restore the legacy of L P Howell , develop the Pin-
nacle Heritage Site - the birth place of Rasta culture and where 
the rapture started - to educate the world in a peaceful and 
intellectual way about his mission.
 
Today, the Pinnacle Heritage Site is in danger. Under seda-
tive measure by St Jago Hill Development, which took over 
the Rastafarian birth place without permission from the Rasta 
community and its people, the Jamaica government or banks.-    
We are now in court to take back our land and empower our-
selves through organization and the movement at large.
 
The next Court Date: November 4th, 2008
Place: St. Catherine’s Court House, Jamaica, West Indies

Catherine Howell 

Greetings in the name of the Most High

In relation to arthritis, the herbs dandelion 
and comfery are beneficial.  Also, juices of 
turnip and green vegetables.  Bathe in Epsom 
salts.  Use clay to cover the area with cotton 
cloth soaked in clay. Massage with nutmeg 
oil.  Important to do streching excercises for 
the whole body,  with prayers one love and a 
speedy recovery to Congo Rocky and his beau-
tiful wife.

Love forever more.

Angela Green
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Hand Made 
Original Quilts

Just in time for winter!!

Also Afghans, Crowns & 

Crochet items

Details available on 
myspacemothersoftheuniverse.com

Delivery time depends on size, quantity, 
colour and specifics

mamatradition2007@yahoo.com
Tel: 1-323-712-1201

Do you have an item for sale?

Do you have a room to rent?

Do you have your own business?

Do you offer a service?

Do you need to promote an event?

If so, why not take advantage of the low rates 
in the Voice of Ethiopia

to advertise!

Special benefit - One free advert per member 
in issue 3 , December 2008

 voiceofethiopia@ethiopianworldfederation.com

S u p p o r t  a n  E l d e r 

2 hour DVD
About Ras Rudolph Rodney a Pioneer 

residing on Land Grant in 
Shashamane

Available for £5.00 from
Ras Seymour Mclean

Office of the Chaplain,
Local No. 3, London

seymour_rastafari@yahoo.co.uk
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The Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
Melaku E Bayen, Local No 8
4 Rue Henri Duvernois
75020 Paris
France

Tel. +33 (0)624-295465
Email: mgcolas@yahoo.fr

Contact: c/o Marie George Colas

Headquarters
Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
552 Atlantic Avenue
PBM 255
Brooklyn
NY 11217
USA

Tel: 1-800-398-8573
Email: executivecouncil@ethiopianworldfederation.com

Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
Local No 111
P.O Box 266
Eastern District
BIRMINGHAM
B9 5SH
UK

Tel: +44 (0)586-070-4637
Fax: +44 (0)121-753-0715

Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
Negusa Negast, Local No 3
P.O. Box 672
Kennington
LONDON
SE11 4AA
UK

Tel: +44 (0)20-7735-0905
Fax: +44 (0)20-7793-1315

Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
Gabre Selassie, Local No 27
3603 Boston Road
Bronx
NY 10466
USA
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The Ethiopian World Federation Local 2 
Incorporated  
Melchizedek Charter  
 422 East 41st Street  
Los Angeles
CA 90011
Tel: 1-323- 844-1826 / 323-758-2104    
  
EMail: ewfmelchart2@yahoo.com   
EMail: ewfla@comcast.net  
EMail: ewfla@ewfla.org   

The Ethiopian World Federation Local 5 
Incorporated
Ras Makonnen
P.O. Box 3243 Christensted
St. Croix
Virgin Islands 00822

Tel: 340-713-9017

The Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
Local No 7
Bat Rondonia Appt n’ 7
Vert pre-97231 
Martinique
FWI

Tele: +596-65-96-25 / mobile +696-73-40-11

The Ethiopian World Federation Local 1 
Incorporated        
 
Tel: 1-718-922-0588    
  
Email: ewflocal1@yahoo.com   
   


