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Convention 2008 
Report
The Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated 

Convention for 2008 took place in Shasha-
mane, Ethiopia from 15th to 21st July 2008.  The 
Locals present were London (Local 3); Shasha-
mane (Local 14); Milwaukee (Local 20); Bronx (Lo-
cal 27); Birmingham (Local 111); Paris and Tou-
louse.  There were two delegates from Local 3, 
two delegates from Local 111 and one delegate 
from Local 14.    As well as the observers present, a 
number of members in the USA took part via tel-
econferencing.

Trevor Clarke was Chair, Pauline Anderson was 
the Parliamentarian and Malieka Robinson 

was Convention Secretary.  

Officiating Committees included Programmes, 
Resolution, Nominations, Credential and 

Standing Rules.

Outgoing Officer reports were presented by 
the  International President (Emma Young); 

Executive Secretary (Lawrence Davies); 2nd Vice 

President (Pauline Anderson);  International 
Organiser (Ivory Black). Malieka Robinson pre-
sented the Convention Arrangements Report.                                 
an NGO report was presented by Brother Moody 
(EWF Inc Country Representative) and a Shasha-
mane Land Grant report which was presented 
by Solomon Wolf. All reports were following by a 
Question & Answer session.  

A total of twelve resolutions were passed.  

The elected Executive Council for 2008-09 were 
as follows:

President - Barrymore Tittle (Local 27)
1st Vice President - Emma Young  (Local 27)
2nd Vice President - Trevor Clarke (Local 111)
Executive Secretary - Pauline Anderson (Local 3)
Int Organiser - Obadiah Robinson (Local 111) 
Treasurer - Joan Henry (Local 12)
International Chaplain - Edna Revenell (Local 2)
Elected Officers = Gerald Small (Local 3); Ivory 
Black (Local 20) and Dawit Hunter (Local 14)

All elected officers present were sworn in dur-
ing which a number of persons from the local 

community were in attendance. It was agreed        
                                                                                           

that the absent elected President, International 
Chaplain and International Treasurer would be 
sworn in at a later date in the USA.

Convention receipts totalled 1181 Birrs.

It was agreed that the next Convention would 
take place in Shashamane, Ethiopian during July 

2009.

All members that were present gave full and 
heartfelt thanks to members in Ethiopia for 

their hospitality during the Convention. It goes 
without saying that all members of the Ethiopian 
World Federation Incorporated give thanks unto 
the Most High, H.I.M Emperor Haile Selassie I for 
the vision that established the Ethiopian World 
Federation Incorporated and without whom 
nothing would be possible. 

“We the Black peoples of the World, 
in order to effect Unity, Solidarity, 
Liberty, Freedom and Self-determi-

nation to secure Justice and maintain the Integrity 
of Ethiopia, which is our divine heritage, do hereby 
establish and ordain this Constitution for the Ethio-
pian World Federation Incorporated.- Preamble
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1st Vice President Emma Young Taking Oath of Office

Inter Organiser Obadiah Robinson Taking Oath of Office

Executive Officers That Took Oath of Office
From L to R Obadiah Robinson, Dawit Hunter, Ivory Black, Trevor Clarke, Emma Young, Pauline Anderson and Gerald 

Small
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Delegates Taking a Break

Zion Lodge, Shashamane Outgoing President Addresses Members Sistrens Marie and Amritha from Locals in France

Ras Hailu’s Banana Art GallerySistrens Visit Zion Lodge
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From the Office of the 
International Chaplain

“We have all the talents 
amongst us that we need 
to accomplish any aims, 

goals and objectives”

In observance of our Traditional Holiday’s, we 
are looking forward for all Local Chaplains and 

Members to take heed and do not let any of our 
Divine Heritage days pass by without taking time 
and pleasure in researching and applying our best 
efforts possible in the celebrations.

In the past two and half months it has been 
brought to our attention that the lack of de-

termination and motivation seems to be an ab-
sent agent, in the midst of the turmoil that have 
plagued our organization for much too long. We 
must find a way to pass through the needle eye 
and meet the resistance of economic and social 
differences that are still a constant reminder of the 
times that we are living in. We have all of the 
talents amongst us that we need to accomplish      

any aims, goals and objectives as prescribed by 
our constitution and by-laws.

With the future being bright and illuminated 
into the solution patterns, let us not loose 

focus on the prize. Our youth and the generations 
not yet borne are counting on us for guidance and 
directions as certain parts of the cultural exchange 
rest solely on our shoulders, so we must take the 
baton firmly, so that we will pass it on with much 
confidence and grace.

Also, on another page it is imperative for all Lo-
cal Chaplains to make sure that all Complaints 

and Grievance Committees as well as Sick Commit-
tees are active in the Locals; thus allowing Mem-
bers with issues to properly address these matters; 
so that there will never be a time when problems 
mount and no solutions are present. Members, we 
all need each other in order to do this; so let us 
keep the focus clear, and the solutions will always 
be there.

We are looking forward to be in touch with all 
Local Chaplains to send any mailing address-

es along with any e-mails or telephone numbers, 
so that it will be easier to get information out to 
the Chaplains whenever necessary. 

Will all Local Chaplains to please encourage 
Members to help uplift the organization 

through the good and welfare that each member 
can contribute. Keep the prayers of the righteous 
availing. 

From the desk of the 
International Chaplain
Edna Ravenel/Mama Tradition
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Local 14 & 111

Candace: Invincible 
Women of Ethiopia 
Book Launch

The book ‘Candace: Invincible Women of Ethio-
pia’ was launched on the 14th July 2008 at the 

Panorama Hotel, Addis Ababa.  The author Alem 
Desta made a speech as did a number of other 
prominent Ethiopian women. The book celebrate
the role, status, power, influence, rights and inclu-
sion of women in Ethiopian 
society.  

‘Candace’ included in the title of the book, is a 
dynasty/title name of Ethiopian female sov-

ereigns rather than a personal name.  Biographies 
for a number of ‘modern Candaces’ is included 
in the first section of the book, one of whom is 
Bitewish Belay.  

Bitewish who is 100 years of age, gallantly 
fought against the Italians in the Ethio-Italian 

war during the 1930’s and it was this war that in-
spired H.I.M Emperor Haile Selassie I to establish 
the Ethiopian World Federation.  Bitewish used to 
be an active member of the Traditional Ethiopian  
Patriot Heroes Association.  Tagassa King (L14) and 
Malieka Robinson (L111) attended the event and 
conducted a personal interview with Bitewish.  
The book costs Euro 19.90 and is 
available via 
cultuur@ethiopiamillennium.nl 

Candace: Invincible Women of Ethiopia by 
Alem Desta

Bitewish Belay seated front right in original 
military  jacket with medals
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Local 27
Support for Elderly
Ethiopians

On Sunday September 14th 2008 the Ethiopian 
World Federation, Incorporated Local 27 donated 
the sum of $400 to the Ethiopian Self-help Fam-
ily Care Inc. during the first of the two monthly 
meetings held at 3609 Boston Road, Bronx, New 
York. The funds, which was donation from Local 
27 members was given to Mrs. Sewasew Abebe, 
founder of the Ethiopian Self-help Family Care Inc. 
The Ethiopian Self-help Family Care Inc. is an or-
ganization tailored to provide medical, economic 
and emotional support to elderly Ethiopians who 
are unable to provide for themselves. Many have 
given up hope and are forced to accept an unfor-
tunate fate of being a burden to society. The or-
ganization is committed to changing the society’s 
mentality and instilling hope in the elderly. The 
aim is to enhance Self sufficiency and provide av-
enues to contribute to their communities. The Or-
ganization was created to provide a sustainable, 
secure and positive environment for the elderly in 

Ethiopia. I will provide critical food, medical care 
and hope for the future. This the first and unique 
Organization in Ethiopia is already started to sup-
port 15 elderly persons,
identified with no family support and who face c
critical medical conditions due to age and many 
reasons.

By the coming year the Organization has a plan to 
build a living facility providing shelter for vulner-
able and continue to promote well being, happi-
ness and quality of life.  In  addition to apartment 
units, there will be various services and programs 
geared to encourage elders to remain active and 
healthy. Some communal services include meals, 
health care, counseling and basic health educa-
tion.
 
The Ethiopian Self-help family Care Inc. is located 
at 1355E 224th 
Street, Bronx, NY 10466.
Tel: (917) 645-6352   
email:         information@ethioeldercare.org
Website:    www.ethioeldercare.org

Staff and elders from the Ethiopian Self-helf Family Care Inc
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Local 3
Axum Report

Of ancient manuscripts containing the his-
tory and culture of AXUM – Ethiopia , we 
can refer you to 1000 manuscripts in the 

Bibliotheca National in Paris , France .  There are 
over 900 manuscripts in the Vatican and Italy .
 
The Magdala Collection of manuscripts, looted 
from Magdala by the British Army on 13 April 1868 
,  is the current subject of another campaign.  On 
this subject the British Government states “Only 
the Ethiopian Government can claim...” We are ad-
vised the Ethiopian Federal Presidency have this 
matter under consideration, current valuation of 
3 Billion Sterling is under audit.
 
The focus of this paper is the American collection 
of AXUM manuscripts, 400 in number taken at the 
time of the German 1906 expedition to Axum.  To-
day with the new realities of life, we give thanks 
to the American Public and Congress, for funding 
our “Discovering Ras Tafari Exhibition at the Smith-
sonian” and this window to explore in full the 400 

AXUM manuscripts, in America today.

Between 1910 - 15 under the general Title Publica-
tions of the Princeton Expedition to Abyssinia five 
volumes were published, also in 1913 a four vol-
ume report Deutsche Axum Expedition report was 

published.  The expedition was sponsored by the 
German Kaiser, its leader was Dr Enno Littmann, 
the architect Daniel  Kreneker, and Theodore Von 
Lupke and Dr Kaschke, medical advisor.. This team 
documented the Tomb of Za Besi Bazen, the Ethio-
pian King who visited the birth of Jessus Christos, 
Za Besi Bazen, was in the 8th year of his reign when 
Christos was born. The original report has never 
been fully Translated from the German.
 
Cultural Americans think of the Roots TV series 
and how that  informed a whole generation, it 
has become a classic today.  Now think of King Za 
Besi Bazen or even Kaleb the movie, I would just 
request we do not go to the Queen of Sheba and 
the time of King Solomon, rather go to the time of 
NOAH, when Axum was already established.
 
Our records show that King ORI, who was the 
grand son of Adam founded Axum , 22 Kings were 
crowned before the flood.  Axum was a victim of 
the flood and remained ruined for over 500 years. 
The records now in America can show light on our 
common heritage.
 

Cont/d Page 9

Ras Seymour Mclean During Recent Visit to Axum
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After the end of the flood the son’s of Noah, Shem, 
Japheth, and Ham divided the Kingdom, Axu-
mand  Ethiopia became the proton of Ham.  Ham 
had four sons; these were Kush , Miera, Fath and 
Kenean. Kush had a son named “ SABA ” In 2788 BC 
Saba , son of Kush ; His Throne Name was Ethiopis 
I
 
The ascendants of Kush, from Saba Ethiopis to King 
Peori twenty five Kings ruled in Axum, for this the 
Kebra Negast is the Authority.
 
During the reign of King Peori an Indian King name 
Rama invaded Ethiopia , the sons of Shem made 
alliance with their Blood brothers Kush ,  Ethiopi-
ans fought against the invaders, a combined force 
of Ethiopians a culture brought to reality by the 
21st century movie makers Ethiopian has defeated 
Rama.
 
After the war, Aknahos reigned making Axum his 
Capital City the Kings who succeeded “Aknohaos” 
were also from the tribe of Yoktan; ruled Ethiopia 
and its surrounding included Yemen for many 
years.
 
The next famous Axumite-King was Ethipois II, 

who was the grandson of Aknahos. The King had 
five sons named Lak ndu, Sa ba No ba belew and  
Kelew .  The sons had made a mutual division of 
administrating the entire land of the country Ethi-
opia . In this division, Lakundu became the head 
ruler of the entire land of Ethiopia making his gate 
at Axum.  Others: Saba  Nobia, Axum and the whole 
land of Tigray .  This division of administration   
that was sharing of authority  remained in practice 
until the time of Muzye who was descended from 
Aknaho’s family
 
The Government of Axum have survived from the 
creation of the world to even this present day, the 
purpose of this paper is to research the 400 Axu-
mite manuscripts in America and to chronicle the 
rise of the African Governmental institutions.  This 
way forward can lead to an advance in the policies 
of the Rt Hon Marcus Garvey for a single African 
Government, Currency, Army  and civil defence in-
stitutions, an Office of the President, Executive and 
Legislative branches of Government.
 
Reggae Zema Hewalt, the purpose is to provide a 
translation service from the original GEEZ kwa n 
kwa, into chants we can all overs, for example the 
Jamaican national anthem, “Eternal father bless 

our land, guide us with thy mighty hand” have 
been incorporated into the base Amharic Fidel, all 
the Fidel can be chanted inside the Jamaican An-
them,  this is the first Bridge.  The popular chant 
“Let the powers fall on InI”   is used for the count-
ing of the base numbers.
 
The Nyahbinghi chant, “Ras Tafari knows what 
this gathering is for”, is utilized for Abatachin 
Hoy prayer.  When U read, U bible read U version 
one that Haile Selassie I give to us inna 1961, is a 
Hewalt, stands on its own statement.
 
The Astamari of all Ethiopian music is the Kedus 
Yared, I propose a Yared Studio in Axum to record 
Kedus Yared Chants and provide the essential 
background knowledge for the larger movie’s 
project,  Reggae music is the vehicle to explore 
the Ethiopian manuscripts on one parallel, movies 
combined with music can give life to the Axumite 
culture, a Single African Governmental Authority, 
Axum 7000 Years.
 
Report by Ras Seymour Mclean 
Office of the Chaplain
EWF Inc Local 3, London 
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A 25th Anniversary Event and Rastafari  
Awareness Day was held at the pres-

tigious South Birmingham College Media 
Education and Training centre; Birmingham 
UK on 1st March 2008.

As well as bringing awareness of the Rastafari Cul-
ture to the wider community we were also celebrat-
ing over twenty-five years as an active local of the 
Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated. The day 
was extremely well attended with a large number 
of cultural stalls selling a variety of products and 
promoting various projects. 

There was also a good quality and range of vegetar-
ian foods and various natural and healthy juices.
Compare for the show and stage coordinator was 
Mikael (Wassifa) Brown, of Galaxy FM radio who is 
also a member of the Federation. Also acting com-
pare was Michael Mosiah from Sting FM pirate radio 
Jacko Melody.

The day consisted of a presentation of the locals’ 
works and what is Rastafari; presented by Ras Tread 
a local officer and presenter on New Style Communi-
ty Radio FM. Speakers on the history of the Rastafari 
movement included Mutabaruka and Jah Blue elder 
Federation and Rastafari.

A presentation was given by the Empress Menen 
Foundation that have being doing a lot of good 
work to get ones to sponsor an elder Rastafari in 
Jamaica. 

Sister Roots Queen also of Local 111 presented a 
fashion show with various African designs. 

A number of community awards were given
to individuals excelling in business who have also 
supported the organisation over the 25 years. These 
include Ras I Rastafari Youth work;  Von Reid Firm 
Security and Porsche club; Dutch Pot food shop; 
Hatmans clothing stores;  Jah Shaka sound system; 
Sunrise Bakery; Jah Blue elder Rastafari and also 
actress Angela Wynter aka Yolanda of BBC 1 East 
Enders; Sted Wallen contribution to West Indian 
Cricket and Jamaican Football. Also South Birming-
ham College one of the Locals’ important partners; 
the award was received by the Vice Principal Phyllis 

Warde.

A number of poets also participated including 
Kokumo and from Jamaica Mutabaruka. A won-
derful presentation and discussion was given by 
Sister Catherine Howell also promoting the save 
PINNACLE campaign. Singers and deejays included 
Macabee, Tena Star, Errol Bonnick, Mega Ras, Jah-
marmyah; Commissioner Benji supplied music and 
PA coordination.

We would like to thank over 25 members who sup-
ported the organisation of the event also students 
and technical staff at South Birmingham College; 
also Awards for All and the Lotteries for funding.

DVD’S down loads will be on sale soon see 
www.ewflocal111.com 

Cont/d Page 11

Local 111
25th Anniversary Event
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Local 111
25th Anniversary Event
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Article from the original Voice of 
Ethiopia
Volume 3, Number 17
Saturday May 20, 1939

The Spirit of The 
Federation

If men cannot retain and promote peace and good 
will in their own families how can they hope to 

fight successfully against an outside adversary? He 
who would regain the rights taken away from him 
by an enemy must first see to it that is own house 
is set in order that a deep spirit of peace and good 
will reigns in his own boundaries. If he secures this 
them he can hope to struggle successfully against 
the common adversary, for then his forces will be 
united. The principle of love will reign in his own 
home.

“If in the act of making sacrifice ye find that ye 
have aught against the Brother, cease there the 

gift at the altar. First be reconciled to thy brother 
then come and offer thy gift.”

The Ethiopian World Federation sets as one of its 
objectives “the 

promotion of love and goodwill among Ethiopians 
at home and abroad.” The Federation is bound and 
determined to promote and insist on the growth of 
this spirit of love among its members and among 
all Black peoples.

The possession of this spirit is fundamental. It is 
an absolutely 

necessary antecedent to the realization of other 
objectives, including a place in the Sun for the 
Sons of Ham. Let the Black world set up a king-
dom of love and not one of force. Let a spirit of 
equality and fraternity reign. Let us denounce that 
peculiar state of living in which a minority of the 
people possesses all the wealth and the great ma-
jority starve. Let us remember that all Black men 
are brothers and cease fighting with each other.

It is written “he who would be chief amongst you 
let him be your servant.” Let us avoid conceit and 

so maintain the spirit of the 
Federation –  internal peace, goodwill, love, humil-
ity, for we have much work to do.

The Voice of Ethiopia Newsletter is a 
monthly publication for the membership 
of the Ethiopian World Federation Incor-
porated.  Members and Locals are encour-
aged to submit articles, news, details of 
items and services for sale and announce-
ments for publication.  

Information should be submitted by the 
21st of each month for inclusion in the 
following month i.e. by 21 August for sub-
mission in September publication.  Please 
check that all critical information (dates, 
times, prices etc) is accurate and use 
WORD/PDF format.  Photographs should 
be in JPEG format.

Full name, email address, Local No. must 
be included.

Please submit all information to:

voiceofethiopia@ethiopianworldfederation.com
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So Jah Say

The Value of Education

“Life is full of trials and tribulations, and man in 
his struggle to survive and guide his own desti-

ny has to be prepared to meet its many challeng-
es, particularly in our modern world. Education 
can harness man’s immense potential and enable 
him to be better equipped in his lifelong pursuit 
so that he can utilize his strength and intellect to 
the highest use. Mankind has benefited from this 

through the ages. Much as man has progressed in 
the scientific and technological fields, he has not 
made a parallel endeavor to enrich himself spiritu-
ally. The materialism of today is overriding the spir-
itual values to the extent that today we observe 
a lot of unrest and social upheavals which have 
become common phenomena the world over. Un-
less humanity reverts to the time-honored values 
which have enabled past generations to overcome 
with courage the adversities they had encoun-
tered in their daily lives, we shall not only be failing 
ourselves but posterity as well. In order to advance 
in our respective undertakings, and set ourselves 
on the right path we have to learn and draw abun-
dantly from the great spiritual heritage which our 
fathers and forefathers have bequeathed to us. 
This can give us strength and a sense of continu-
ity which are essential for progress and develop-
ment.

Learning and profound knowledge nurture no-
ble character and impart wisdom. The family 

unit and educational establishments have great 
responsibilities in these endeavors for they are 
the basis of national progress and prosperity. The 
harvest of life is character which grows with time 
and it is this very factor that determines one’s des-

tiny and future. We shall always bear this in mind 
and in so doing, we shall avoid personal disaster 
and will not bring adverse influence on others. It is 
our expressed hope that the education which you 
have acquired here will enable you, the graduat-
ing class, to face with determination the challeng-
es that you are to encounter in your future assign-
ments so that you will be a positive contribution 
to the growth and development of your country. 
You should be well aware of the fact that it is not 
mere academic achievement that is expected of 
you. Your knowledge and training, unless put to 
proper and practical use, will be wasted like hoard-
ed money and you will be no better in this regard 
than the uneducated.

Higher education which you have been fortu-
nate to pursue entails heavy responsibilities 

and obligations. People who have had the good 
opportunity of the education you have should 
always adopt a rational and farsighted approach 
to problems which they may face in the course of 
their careers and should likewise endeavor to find 
lasting solutions to them which are adaptable and 
applicable to local conditions. In the future you 

Cont/d Page 14   
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have to serve your beloved country with sincerity 
and revealing faithfulness in accordance with the 
Golden Rule, “Love thy neighbor as thyself,” for it is 
only then that you can be useful to yourselves and 
of service to your fellow countrymen.

There is nothing more worthwhile and reward-
ing in life than to work for the benefit of others. 

One can derive more pleasure from giving than 
from receiving. Those who have had the opportu-
nity to learn should always be at the disposal of 
those who have not had its benefit. Therefore, it is 
not only the individual but the community at large 
which should benefit from the virtues of educa-
tion. The words of the Holy Bible, “Give, and it shall 
be given to you,” are worth observing in your daily 
lives. It is our firm belief that if you forego self-love 
and self-indulgence and break away from worldly 
desires you will be able to make great contribu-
tions to your family, community and country. 
May the Almighty bless and guide the members of 
the graduating class of this year and crown their 
future with success.”

H.I.M. Emperor Haile Selassie I
Asmara University Graduation

August 1, 1971 

September 11th

Enkutatash - Ethiopian New 
Year 
Ethiopia still retains the Julian calendar, in which the 
year is divided into 12 months of 30 days each and 
a 13th month of 5 days and 6 days in leap year. The 
Ethiopian calendar is 8 years behind the Gregorian cal-
endar from January to September and 7 years behind 
between September 11 and January 8.

Enkutatash means the “gift of jewels”. The spring fes-
tival has been celebrated since early times and as the 
rains come to their abrupt end, dancing and singing 
can be heard at every village in the green countryside.

Enkutatash is not exclusively a religious holiday. 
Today’s Enkutatash is also the season for exchanging 
formal new year greetings and cards among the urban 
sophisticated - in lieu or the traditional bouquet of 
flowers.

Melkam Adis Amet!

Important Dates in September
September 27

Meskal - Finding of the True 
Cross 
Meskal has been celebrated in the country for over 
1600 years. The word actually means “cross” and the 
feast commemorates the discovery of the cross upon 
which Jesus was crucified, by the Empress Helena, the 
mother of Constantine the Great. The original event 
took place on 19 March 326 AD. but the feast is now 
celebrated on 27 September.

Many of the rites observed throughout the festival are 
said to be directly connected to the legend of Empress 
Helena. On the eve of Meskal, tall branches are tied 
together and yellow daisies, popularly called Meskal 
Flowers, are placed at the top. During the night those 
branches are gathered together in front of the com-
pound gates and ignited.  This symbolizes the actions 
of the Empress who, when no one would show the 
Holy Sepulcher, lit incense and prayed for help. 
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Financial Tsunami
Early in September 2008, the Lord Mayor of Lon-
don, Alderman David Lewis held his Annual Ban-
quet for over 300 guests which included many of 
the ‘grandees’ from the square mile financial dis-
trict in the City of London.  The Mayor rose to his 
feet and silenced his guests when he said “silence 
for grace” and continued to say “And may I suggest 
a special prayer for the fortune of London’s finan-
cial services industry”.

A few weeks later across the Atlantic, Henry Paul-
son the US Treasury Secretary (and a former bank-
er), got on his knees and begged Nancy Pelosi, the 
Democratic Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives to keep his proposal alive.  The proposal was 
for the US Government to vote to approve a bill 
to pump $700 billion of taxpayers’ money into 
the banking system to stem the crisis.  This would 
have given Paulson unprecedented personal pow-
er, free from judicial or congressional oversight 
to spend $700 billion of taxpayers money on his 
former Wall Street cronies, who could be accused 
of irresponsibly.

What has bought about these desperate actions 

by the Lord Mayor of London and the US Treasury 
Secretary?

In September 2007 Northern Rock requested an 
emergency loan from the UK government, which 
resulted in large queues of customers outside its 
branches withdrawing their savings.  By February 
2008 the bank , one of the UK’s largest mortgage 
lenders was nationalised, the first run on a British 
bank in more than a century.

In March 2008 Bears Sterns, the fifth largest US 
bank collapsed and was sold for a pittance ($2 per 
share) to JP Morgan.

Fast forward to September 2008, which saw Fred-
die Mack the US second largest buyer, and its larg-
est rival Fannie Mae taken over by the US govern-
ment.  This highlighted the vulnerability of the 
sub-prime mortgage sector, which has contribut-
ed to the lack of liquidity in financial markets.

At the same time Goldman Sachs (once headed up 
by Paulson) and Morgan Stanley, two of the larg-
est independent Wall St banks came close to col-
lapse.  The Federal Reserve stepped in and agreed 
to allow these investment banks to become bank 
holding companies, giving them easier access to 

credit and help them to survive a financial crisis.   
These banks are now under supervision by bank 
regulators.

These collateral arrangements were also made 
available to the broker dealer subsidiary of invest-
ment firm Merrill Lynch, which was bought by the 
Bank of America in September 2008 at the same 
time that Lehman Brothers filed for bankruptcy.  
The US government also stepped in to rescue the 
giant insurer American International Group (AIG).

In March 2008 there was evidence that one of the 
UK’s big five banks, HBOS were in difficulties after 
share prices plummeted.  By September 2008 the 
UK Government stepped in allowing Lloyds Bank 
to purchase HBOS.  

Throughout August and September the Federal 
Reserve in the US and other major central banks 
took unprecedented steps to pour billions of dol-
lars in additional liquidity into global money mar-
kets.  Japan poured 1.5 trillion yens ($14.2 billion) 
into its banking system and Australia poured A$2.7 
trillion ($2.36 billion) into its financial system.  
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Since the last weekend of September 2008 sev-
eral European banks have collapsed.  The Govern-
ments of Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg 
launched an 11.2 billion Euro ($16.4) rescue for 
Fortis bank, a partial nationalisation and sale to 
ABM Amro.

Belgium’s bank Dexia also saw shares tumble and 
are in crisis.  Glitnir Bank in Iceland required assist-
ance, which has given the Icelandic government 
a 75% stake in the country’s third largest lender.  
Germany’s Hypo Real Estate Bank also announced 
that it was experiencing difficulties.  In the UK 
the government stepped in to take control of the 
mortgage lender Bradford & Bingley.  In the US it 
was announced that JP Morgan bought the trou-
bled Washington Mutual Bank.  

At the time that the US House of Representatives 
were preparing to vote on the $700 billion bail out 
package for its financial system, Wachovia Corpo-
ration sold its retail bank, corporate investment 
bank and wealth management business to Citi-
group Inc.  This buy out was partly covered by the 
US government.

Ironically, the US House of Representatives voted 

228 against and 207 for the Bill to approve the $700 
billion bailout for the US financial system, which 
resulted in shares plummeting on Wall Street.  This 
despite calls from the President and Congressional 
leaders to approve the measure, or risk throwing 
the US into economic turmoil; instead a financial 
tsunami appears to be forming.

So it is back to the drawing boards as the panic 
continues amongst governments and banks 
around the globe.  The month of September 2008 
has seen the most extensive state intervention in 
financial systems since the Great Depression that 
started in 1929 and lasted into the thirties, during 
which time 11,000 banks failed.  Much of the tur-
moil is as a result of the lack of regulation of finan-
cial systems in the capitalist free markets. In the 
last two decades this has resulted in poor lending 
decisions by financial institutions, creating a false 
feeling of well being amongst western econo-
mies.  Some of this cheap lending is only possible 
because of large interest payment on loans to de-
veloping countries from institutions such as  the 
IMF (once headed up by Paulson) and World Bank, 
which has crippled development across Africa, 
parts of Asia, South and Latin America.  

Interestingly, many of the large western financial 
institutions in US and Europe who are now experi-
encing difficulties or have gone bust grew rich on 
the back of the enslavement of Africans, to whom 
they have refused to pay reparations and to whom 
they rarely lend.  The cynical could say that their 
judgement has come. Whilst many in develop-
ing countries from which these institutions have 
grown rich, starve and live in appalling conditions, 
these institutions have paid their senior workers 
and traders huge salaries, bonuses and benefits 
to splurge on consumer goods and act recklessly 
with the publics hard earned savings.  They have 
also acted irresponsibly selling dubious financial 
packages to hard working members of the public 
with the knowledge of their governments, who 
have left them largely unregulated, whilst tying 
up the general public in red tape and regulations 
over minor matters.  No doubt everyone will be af-
fected in some way by the failure of these ‘experts’ 
but it also highlights the need for African’s to de-
velop their own financial systems as other com-
munities such as the Chinese, Asians and Muslims 
have done.

Malieka Robinson
Local 111
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Something to Say...
Greetings

It was with great pleasure that I had the opportu-
nity to attend the Convention in Ethiopia 
during 2008.

More so, to witness the orderly manner, cordiality 
and unity amongst the members present. Whilst 
there was not as many delegates as expected, del-
egates participating took their duties seriously and 
ensured that an 
Executive Council was elected that is representative 
of the membership.  Let us pray that with the guid-
ance of the  
Almighty, EWF Inc can now advance in a manner 
fitting of a Government.  May I take this opportu-
nity to  congratulate the officers of the Executive 
Council, and to give thanks to the members resid-
ing in Ethiopia, namely Local 14 for their hospital-
ity.

Bless
Sis Malieka Robinson 
Local 111



The Voice of Ethiopia
Market Place

September 2008
Issue 1

ethiopianworldfederation.com
Tel: 1-800-398-8578 18

Hand Made 
Original Quilts

Just in time for winter!!

Also Afghans, Crowns & 

Crochet items

Details available on 
myspacemothersoftheuniverse.com 

Order/further information
mamatradition2007@yahoo.com

Tel 1-323-712=1201
Delivery time depends on size, quantity, 

colour and specifics

Do you have an item for sale?

Do you have a room to rent?

Do you have your own business?

Do you offer a service?

Do you need to promote an event?

If so, why not take advantage of the low rates 
in the Voice of Ethiopia

to advertise!
Special benefit - One free advert per member in issue 2 , October 2008 

Email details to:       voiceofethiopia@ethiopianworldfederation.com

Check Issue 2, October for rates
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The Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
Melaku E Bayen, Local No 8
4 Rue Henri Duvernois
75020 Paris
France

Tel. +33 (0)624-295465
Email: mgcolas@yahoo.fr

Contact: c/o Marie George Colas

Headquarters
Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
552 Atlantic Avenue
PBM 255
Brooklyn
NY 11217
USA

Tel: 1-800-398-8573
Email: executivecouncil@ethiopianworldfederation.com

Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
Local No 111
P.O Box 266
Eastern District
BIRMINGHAM
B9 5SH
UK

Tel: +44 (0)586-070-4637
Fax: +44 (0)121-753-0715

Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
Negusa Negast, Local No 3
P.O. Box 672
Kennington
LONDON
SE11 4AA
UK

Tel: +44 (0)20-7735-0905
Fax: +44 (0)20-7793-1315

Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
Gabre Selassie, Local No 27
3603 Boston Road
Bronx
NY 10466
USA
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The Ethiopian World Federation Local 2 
Incorpor
ated  
Melchizedek Charter  
 422 East 41st Street  
Los Angeles
CA 90011
Tel: 1-323- 844-1826 / 323-758-2104    
  
EMail: ewfmelchart2@yahoo.com   
EMail: ewfla@comcast.net  

The Ethiopian World Federation Local 5 
Incorporated,
Ras Makonnen
P.O. Box 3243 Christensted
St. Croix
Virgin Islands 00822

Tel: 340-713-9017

The Ethiopian World Federation Incorporated
Local No 7
Bat Rondonia Appt n’ 7
Vert pre-97231 
Martinique
FWI

Tele: +596-65-96-25 / mobile +696-73-40-11

The Ethiopian World Federation Local 1 
Incorporated        
 
Emperor Haile Selassie    
1012 Clarkson Avenue    
Brooklyn, NY 11212    
 USA
 
Tel: 1-718-922-0588    
  
Email: ewflocal1@yahoo.com   


